
S t .  A n d r e w  P r e s b y t e r i a n  C h u r c h  
5th Sunday of Lent  March 22, 2026 

Rev. Tripp Brogdon, Pastor Elder Jackie Naumann, Liturgist 

Mavis Stephens, Choir Director  Dr. Jeff Gilbreath, Pianist 

Prelude   “Worshipping the King” Dr. Gilbreath 

We Gather in God’s Presence 

Welcome   

*Call to Worship:  
One:  As children of God, we dwell in the Spirit, and the Spirit dwells in us. 
All:    We are alive in the Spirit through the righteousness of God. 
One:  In humility and faith, we come to worship the One who gives us life, hope,   
          and healing. 
All:    God has brought us to this moment and will guide us still. Praise the      
          Lord! 

*Hymn “We Come to You for Healing, Lord” #796 

Gathering Prayer 

Call to Confession   

Prayer of Confession:           
God of resurrection, we know the power of death. We have seen its works, 
and we have felt its sting. We have been to the valley of despair, and felt like 
there was no chance for life. We so often do not believe in your power to 
resurrect. We do not believe in your power to redeem our pain, and fashion 
something beautiful in this world. Forgive us. We cry from the depths— 
however faint our call may be, we pray you hear our voice. Amen.  
(Silent Confession) 

Hymn of Response             “Jesus Knows the Inmost Heart” refrain   #427 

Assurance of Pardon 
One:  O dry bones, hear the word of the Lord! If Jesus Christ dwells in you, the  
          Spirit of God will be your life, and the grace of God will be your  
          righteousness. And if the Holy Spirit dwells in you, then God, who raised  
          Jesus from the dead, will also give life to your mortal bodies. 
All:    This is the good news of the gospel: in Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.    
          Thanks be to God!  
  

*Passing of the Peace 

*Gloria Patri #581  

We Listen for God’s Word 

Prayer for Illumination   

Scripture  Ezekiel 37:1-14 

Choir Anthem “My Savior”                                       

Scripture Reading  John 11, Selected Verses 

Sermon  “Dead Ends”  

*Hymn “Breathe on Me, Breath of God” #286 

We Respond to God’s Word 

Affirmation of Faith: Apostles’ Creed 
I BELIEVE in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and in 
Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, 
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, 
and buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the 
dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the 
Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic Church; the communion of 
saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life 
everlasting. Amen.  

Prayers of the People  

Call for the Offering 
(The offering plate is not passed, but is located on a stand outside the sanctuary doors.) 

Offertory “Because he Lives” Dr. Gilbreath 

*Doxology  #606 

*Prayer of Dedication 

We Are Sent into the World 

*Hymn “In the Bulb There is a Flower (Hymn of Promise)” #250 

*Benediction   

*Postlude “He Lives” Dr. Gilbreath 



                                      *Please rise in body or spirit. 

                   Bold and italic type indicates our shared response. 

 
 
 
 
Calendar of Events: 
Last day for Easter flower donations. 
Mon., March 23 11:30 AM – 12:30 PM Chat “N” Chew 
Wed., March 25 4:30 PM Choir 
Sun., March 29 Pack Easter dinners after the service. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Guests 
Welcome! It is a blessing to have you worship with us today. We warmly invite your 

participation in the worship, fellowship, and ministry of our congregation. The 

pastor is available to answer any questions you might have after worship, by email 

or phone. There is a place for you here. 

 

Children’s activity bags are available from an usher for the sermon time. Please 

leave the bag in the pew as you leave.  A nursery is provided for children 3 years of 

age and under. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Live Streams and recordings of each week’s worship service are available on our 
YouTube channel.  For more information, visit us at www.standrewdecatur.org 
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Scripture Reading, Jackie Naumann: Ezekiel 37:1-14 
The hand of the Lord came upon me, and he brought me out 
by the spirit of the Lord and set me down in the middle of a 
valley; it was full of bones. He led me all around them; there 
were very many lying in the valley, and they were very dry. He 
said to me, “Mortal, can these bones live?” I answered, “O 
Lord God, you know.” Then he said to me, “Prophesy to these 
bones, and say to them: O dry bones, hear the word of the 
Lord. Thus says the Lord God to these bones: I will cause 
breath to enter you, and you shall live. I will lay sinews on 
you, and will cause flesh to come upon you, and cover you 
with skin, and put breath in you, and you shall live; and you 
shall know that I am the Lord.” So I prophesied as I had been 
commanded; and as I prophesied, suddenly there was a 
noise, a rattling, and the bones came together, bone to its 
bone. I looked, and there were sinews on them, and flesh had 
come upon them, and skin had covered them; but there was 
no breath in them. Then he said to me, “Prophesy to the 
breath, prophesy, mortal, and say to the breath: Thus says 
the Lord God: Come from the four winds, O breath, and 
breathe upon these slain, that they may live.” I prophesied as 
he commanded me, and the breath came into them, and they 
lived, and stood on their feet, a vast multitude. Then he said 
to me, “Mortal, these bones are the whole house of Israel. 
They say, ‘Our bones are dried up, and our hope is lost; we 
are cut off completely.’ Therefore prophesy, and say to them, 
Thus says the Lord God: I am going to open your graves, and 
bring you up from your graves, O my people; and I will bring 
you back to the land of Israel. And you shall know that I am 
the Lord, when I open your graves, and bring you up from 

your graves, O my people. I will put my spirit within you, and 
you shall live, and I will place you on your own soil; then you 
shall know that I, the Lord, have spoken and will act,” says the 
Lord.  
  
Scripture Reading, Rev. Brogdon: John 11, Selected Verses 

Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of 
Mary and her sister Martha. Mary was the one who anointed 
the Lord with perfume and wiped his feet with her hair; her 
brother Lazarus was ill. So the sisters sent a message to 
Jesus, “Lord, he whom you love is ill.” But when Jesus heard 
it, he said, “This illness does not lead to death; rather it is for 
God’s glory, so that the Son of God may be glorified through 
it.” Accordingly, though Jesus loved Martha and her sister and 
Lazarus, after having heard that Lazarus was ill, he stayed 
two days longer in the place where he was. Then after this he 
said to the disciples, “Let us go to Judea again.”  
 
After saying this, he told them, “Our friend Lazarus has fallen 
asleep, but I am going there to awaken him.” The disciples 
said to him, “Lord, if he has fallen asleep, he will be all right.” 
Jesus, however, had been speaking about his death, but they 
thought that he was referring merely to sleep. Then Jesus told 
them plainly, “Lazarus is dead. 
 
When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already been 
in the tomb four days.   
 
Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother 
would not have died. But even now I know that God will give 



you whatever you ask of him.” Jesus said to her, “Your 
brother will rise again.” Martha said to him, “I know that he will 
rise again in the resurrection on the last day.” Jesus said to 
her, “I am the resurrection and the life. Those who believe in 
me, even though they die, will live, and everyone who lives 
and believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?” She 
said to him, “Yes, Lord, I believe that you are the Messiah, the 
Son of God, the one coming into the world.”  
 
He said, “Where have you laid him?” They said to him, “Lord, 
come and see.” Jesus began to weep. So the Jews said, “See 
how he loved him!” But some of them said, “Could not he who 
opened the eyes of the blind man have kept this man from 
dying?” Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the 
tomb. It was a cave, and a stone was lying against it. Jesus 
said, “Take away the stone.” Martha, the sister of the dead 
man, said to him, “Lord, already there is a stench because he 
has been dead four days.” Jesus said to her, “Did I not tell you 
that if you believed, you would see the glory of God?” So they 
took away the stone. And Jesus looked upward and said, 
“Father, I thank you for having heard me. I knew that you 
always hear me, but I have said this for the sake of the crowd 
standing here, so that they may believe that you sent me.” 
When he had said this, he cried with a loud voice, “Lazarus, 
come out!” The dead man came out, his hands and feet 
bound with strips of cloth, and his face wrapped in a cloth. 
Jesus said to them, “Unbind him, and let him go.”  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 


