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Dr. Gilbreath

Prelude “‘My Jesus, | Love Thee”

We Listen for God’s Word

We Gather in God’s Presence

Welcome

Minute for Mission Barb Mouton

*Call to Worship:

One: God does not see as mortals see. We look on the outward appearance; God
looks on the heart.

All: Jesus, Light of the World, give us eyes to see as you see!

One: We worship the Lord who heals, liberates, and raises us from the dead.

All: In the dream of the beloved community of God, we are awake, and we
stand in the light of Christ.

*Hymn ‘I Greet Thee, Who My Sure Redeemer Art” #624
Gathering Prayer

One Great Hour of Sharing Offering

Call to Confession

Prayer of Confession:

God of compassion and mercy, we sometimes fail to see what you are doing
in the world. We want you to act in ways we predict, but we forget: you do
what is good, not what is expected. Forgive us when we do not recognize
your miracles. Forgive us when we doubt the wisdom of your actions. Most
of all, forgive us when we do not respond to your call, ignoring what we need
to do to show the world your love and grace. Amen. (Silent Confession)

Hymn of Response “‘Jesus Knows the Inmost Heart” refrain #427

Assurance of Pardon

One: Jesus restores our souls and leads us in right paths for his name’s sake.

All:  Surely goodness and mercy shall follow us all the days of our lives,
and we will dwell in the house of the Lord our whole lives long.

*Passing of the Peace
*Gloria Patri #581

Prayer for lllumination

Scripture | Samuel 16:1-13
Choir Anthem ‘I Come to the Cross”
Scripture Reading John 9:1-9, 18-21, 24b-25
Sermon “Redefined”
*Hymn “Wash, O God, Your Sons and Daughters” #490

We Respond to God’s Word

Affirmation of Faith: Apostles’ Creed

| BELIEVE in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and in
Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead,
and buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the
dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the
Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic Church; the communion of
saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life
everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of the People

Call for the Offering
(The offering plate is not passed, but is located on a stand outside the sanctuary doors.)

Offertory “There’s Something About that Name” Dr. Gilbreath
*Doxology #606
*Prayer of Dedication

We Are Sent into the World
*Hymn “Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound” #649
*Benediction
*Postlude “Let There Be Praise” Dr. Gilbreath

*Please rise in body or spirit.
Bold and italic type indicates our shared response.




Calendar of Events:

Mon., March 16 11:30 AM — 12:30 PM Chat “N” Chew

Wed., March 18 2:00 PM Session Meeting

Thurs., March 19 1:00 PM Caring Hands

Deadline for donations for Easter flowers has been extended through Sunday,
March 22",

Guests

Welcome! It is a blessing to have you worship with us today. We warmly invite your
participation in the worship, fellowship, and ministry of our congregation. The
pastor is available to answer any questions you might have after worship, by email
or phone. There is a place for you here.

Children’s activity bags are available from an usher for the sermon time. Please
leave the bag in the pew as you leave. A nursery is provided for children 3 years of
age and under.

Live Streams and recordings of each week’s worship service are available on our
YouTube channel. For more information, visit us at www.standrewdecatur.org
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Scripture Reading, Shelly Shull: 1 Samuel 16:1-13

The Lord said to Samuel, “How long will you grieve over Saul? |
have rejected him from being king over Israel. Fill your horn with
oil and set out; | will send you to Jesse the Bethlehemite, for |
have provided for myself a king among his sons.” Samuel said,
“How can | go? If Saul hears of it, he will kill me.” And the Lord
said, “Take a heifer with you, and say, ‘| have come to sacrifice to
the Lord.’ Invite Jesse to the sacrifice, and | will show you what
you shall do; and you shall anoint for me the one whom | name to
you.” Samuel did what the Lord commanded, and came to
Bethlehem. The elders of the city came to meet him trembling,
and said, “Do you come peaceably?” He said, “Peaceably; | have
come to sacrifice to the Lord; sanctify yourselves and come with
me to the sacrifice.” And he sanctified Jesse and his sons and
invited them to the sacrifice. When they came, he looked on Eliab
and thought, “Surely the Lord’s anointed is now before the Lord.”
But the Lord said to Samuel, “Do not look on his appearance or on
the height of his stature, because | have rejected him; for the Lord
does not see as mortals see; they look on the outward
appearance, but the Lord looks on the heart.” Then Jesse called
Abinadab, and made him pass before Samuel. He said, “Neither
has the Lord chosen this one.” Then Jesse made Shammah pass
by. And he said, “Neither has the Lord chosen this one.” Jesse
made seven of his sons pass before Samuel, and Samuel said to
Jesse, “The Lord has not chosen any of these.” Samuel said to
Jesse, “Are all your sons here?” And he said, “There remains yet
the youngest, but he is keeping the sheep.” And Samuel said to
Jesse, “Send and bring him; for we will not sit down until he
comes here.” He sent and brought him in. Now he was ruddy, and
had beautiful eyes, and was handsome. The Lord said, “Rise and
anoint him; for this is the one.” Then Samuel took the horn of oil,

and anointed him in the presence of his brothers; and the spirit of
the Lord came mightily upon David from that day forward.

Scripture Reading, Rev. Brogdon: John 9:1-9, 18-21, 24b-25
As he walked along, he saw a man blind from birth. His disciples
asked him, “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he
was born blind?” Jesus answered, “Neither this man nor his
parents sinned; he was born blind so that God’s works might be
revealed in him. We must work the works of him who sent me
while it is day; night is coming when no one can work. As long as |
am in the world, | am the light of the world.” When he had said
this, he spat on the ground and made mud with the saliva and
spread the mud on the man’s eyes, saying to him, “Go, wash in
the pool of Siloam” (which means Sent). Then he went and
washed and came back able to see. The neighbors and those
who had seen him before as a beggar began to ask, “Is this not
the man who used to sit and beg?” Some were saying, “It is he.”
Others were saying, “No, but it is someone like him.” He kept
saying, “l am the man.” The Jews did not believe that he had
been blind and had received his sight until they called the parents
of the man who had received his sight and asked them, “Is this
your son, who you say was born blind? How then does he now
see?” His parents answered, “We know that this is our son, and
that he was born blind; but we do not know how it is that now he
sees, nor do we know who opened his eyes. Ask him; he is of
age. He will speak for himself.” So for the second time they called
the man who had been blind, and they said to him, “Give glory to
God! We know that this man is a sinner.” He answered, “| do not
know whether he is a sinner. One thing | do know, that though |
was blind, now | see.”




