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And he died for all, so that those who live 

might live no longer for themselves, but for 

him who died and was raised for them. 

                                          2 Corinthians 5:15 
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St. Andrew Elders & Ministry Leaders 2025 ......................................................... Chairperson 

Clerk of Session ........................................................................................................ Stu Strong 

Building/Grounds ...................................................................................................... Stu Strong 

Communications & Outreach .................................................................................... Rev. Tripp 

Education & Spiritual Formation ........................................................................ B. J. Breeding 

Finance & Administration ...........................................................................................Don Koza 

Member Care ........................................................................ D. Ann Norris & Jackie Naumann 

Mission ................................................................................... Barbara Mouton & John Jordan 

Treasurer ............................................................................................................... Philip Gilbert 

Nominating .............................................................................................................. Shelly Shull 

Worship .............................................................................................................. Linda Grissom 

 

 

  
Robert Sumner  10 

Bobbie Meier  24 

Don Koza   26 

 

 

Bob & Jackie Naumann  16 

Tommy & Nelly Gates   17 

Don & Shelia Koza   22 

John & Joan Jordan   30 
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 Presbyterian Women’s Meeting 

Tuesday, May 6, 2025 

at 10:00 AM in the Fellowship Hall 

Lesson: “Sustaining Creation’s Health for All”   

Leader:  D. Ann Norris 
    

   All Ladies Welcome! 

 

                         CARING HANDS MINISTRY  

               Meets the 1st and 3rd Thursday of the month. 

                                     ALL ARE WELCOME!  

We make cards that will be used to send out hope filled messages to those 
 needing some encouragement or just a little extra “hug” to let them know 
how much we care about  them. The only skills needed  will be the ones 

you learned in kindergarten: cutting and pasting! All  
supplies are provided. We also knit or crochet shawls for Hospice  
and the Cancer Institute.  No skills needed;  we will teach you.   

                                              Church Picnic 
 
Don’t miss out on the fun! Join us on the church patio for a fun-filled 
picnic on Wednesday, May 28 at 5:30 pm. Bring your own “picnic” and 
your family and friends. This is a great opportunity to relax and  
connect with our church family. Mark your calendars, and come ready 
for fellowship and outdoor games for all ages. 
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Clothing, sheets, blankets, 
sleeping bags, tents, tarps, 
coats, gloves, socks, bikes, 

etc. are all welcome. 

 
Hands Across Decatur Soup Kitchen 

    Monday, May 12th 

   Please sign up on the bulletin board to bring rolls,  
cornbread, dessert, or serve. 
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MEET THE CHOIR 
                                                         Ceil Hydrick 

As far back as I can remember, I have always loved music. My mother would tell the story of 

how 2-year-old me would sing nursery rhymes to the entire Grady Hospital cafeteria where my 

dad was in residency in Atlanta. Every piano I saw fascinated me, and I soon could play 

“Twinkle, Twinkle, Litte Star” even though I had to stand on tiptoes to reach the keyboard. By 

the time I was five, my parents bought a piano and enrolled me in piano lessons even though I 

could not read yet and my feet dangled from the piano bench. My first piano recital was in first 

grade, and I got to wear a beautiful blue organza floor length gown with a blue bow in my hair. My  

paternal grandmother told me once that the name we shared was French and came from St. Cecile who 

was the patron saint of music.  

My father changed careers when I was in high school. As a result, I ended up attending three different 

high schools. Those teenage years are hard anyway, and I found it difficult to make friends at each new 

school. So, I joined the high school chorus. If there was a special vocal group or ensemble, I would  

audition for it. Those music students quickly became my new friends and provided life support during 

those difficult years. 

It was off to the University of Alabama for college where I was too busy with schoolwork, social life, and 

love to keep up with music. I got married while in college, graduated, and then my husband was off to the 

Air Force for new adventures! 

After the initial training assignments and the birth of my first daughter, we ended up in Abilene, Texas. 

There I joined a group of young military moms who sang in a group called the Skylarks. We sang 

showtunes for nursing homes, community events, and military events. That was my first experience  

singing alto since I was one of the few who could read music. I was having a wonderful time when we  

received surprise orders to go overseas. 

We suddenly found ourselves in the middle of the Pacific Ocean on a 30-mile-long island called Guam. 

That was a hard time for us so far away from “civilization”. Tools like the internet and Facetime and not 

yet been invented, so we felt extremely isolated. There, I happened to meet the director of the Guam  

Symphony Chorale who invited me to join them. I quickly felt at home there and was lucky enough to sing 

the duet from the “Magnificat” by JS Bach.  

Two years later, we found ourselves in Fort Worth, Texas. By this time, our second daughter had joined 

the family, and I was busy with the day-to-day activities of a mother with young children.  

Sadly, my marriage ended, and I returned to Decatur to build a new life.  After completing a Masters in 

Computer Science, I went to work for Boeing supporting the Space Station project. This was early in the 

project before the first hardware even made it to space. One of my proudest moments came when my 

youngest daughter Tricia, a mechanical engineer, also went to work for Boeing and led the project to 

build the cupola window for the space station.  Two generations working on the same space project is my 

one claim to fame! 

I changed jobs several times and finally ended up at IBM where I retired. My job at IBM enabled me to 

travel the globe, and I was able to work with many different teams of people from different countries and 

cultures. Everywhere I went, I soaked in the music. From listening to Gregorian chants in Europe’s grand 

stone cathedrals to Latin music in Costa Rica, I gained a new perspective on the importance of music in 

our daily lives. 

When I was not traveling, I was a member of every church choir where I have attended worship. Today, it 

is still an important part of my praise and prayer life. One of the most meaningful personal worship  

experiences was during the last weekend held by the Alabama Pilgrimage. There I had the honor of  

singing with my sister Linda and my dear friend Teresa. The sweet sound of praise and worship songs 

filled the air that weekend, and I felt pure joy. 

One day I will join the church triumphant. My plan after meeting St. Peter at the Pearly Gates is to audition 

with the Heavenly Hosts. I can think of no better way to spend eternity than singing continuous praise to 

God! 
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The Birthday offering of Presbyterian Women will be 

collected on Mother’s Day, May 11.   
Each year the Birthday Offering funds up to five na-

tional or global projects in amounts of $75,000-
$150,000.  Please give generously.   

Make checks payable to “Presbyterian Women.” 
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Rev. Tripp Brogdon, Pastor 

3310 Danville Rd. SW 

Phone:  256-355-6310 

Email: Tripp@standrewdecatur.org 

churchoffice@standrewdecatur.org 

 

 

 

Sunday  Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

    1 11A DAR 
    1P Caring     
       Hands 

2 3 

4 5 
Rev. Tripp off 

6 10A PW 
Rev. Tripp 
off 

7 
Rev. Tripp off 

8 
Rev. Tripp off 

9 
Rev. Tripp 
off 

10 
Rev. Tripp 
off 

11  Mother’s 
        Day  
PW Birthday 
    Offering 
Rev. Tripp off 

12 HAD Lunch 
Rev. Tripp off 

13 14 4:30P Choir 
      5:30P  
  CONNECT 

15 
1P Caring 
Hands 

16 17 

18 19 20 21  2P Session   
        Meeting 

22 23 24 

25 26 Church 
Office Closed 
Memorial Day 

27 28 4:30P Choir 
        5:30P 
  CONNECT 

29 30 31 


