
S t .  A n d r e w  P r e s b y t e r i a n  C h u r c h  
8th Sunday after Pentecost July 23, 2023 

Rev. Tripp Brogdon, Pastor Elder Stu Strong, Liturgist 

Mavis Stephens, Choir Director  Dr. Jeff Gilbreath, Pianist 

Prelude   “My Lord Is Near Me All The Time” Dr. Gilbreath 

We Gather in God’s Presence 

Pastor’s Welcome 

Call to Worship:  
One: We come. We wait. 
All: We long. We hope. 
One: We suffer. We rejoice. 
All: We rejoice. We sing. 
One: We know we are children of God. 
All: We wait for Christ to set all things right! 

*Hymn “God Is Here!” #409 

Gathering Prayer 

Call to Confession 

Prayer of Confession:  
Merciful God, your creatures cry—creation groans— but we turn away; we 
surround ourselves with noise. We are quick to excuse ourselves from 
responsibility: we are young; we are old; we are tired; we are busy. It is hard 
to imagine that we might make a difference. Life-giving God, wash us clean. 
Restore our imaginations and our hearts. Let your courage and compassion 
flow through our veins until we love with abandon and our hands reach out 
in blessing, for the creation waits with eager longing for the revealing of the 
children of God. Amen. (Silent Confession) 

Hymn of Response “There’s A Wideness In God’s Mercy” #435 

Assurance of Pardon: 
One:  Beloved, hear the good news: God knows us, forgives us, and leads us in 

 the way of everlasting life. 
All: Thanks be to God. We are forgiven! 

*Passing of the Peace 

*Gloria Patri #581 

We Listen for God’s Word 

Prayer for Illumination  Elder Stu Strong 

Scripture Reading Psalm 139:1-12, 23-24 Elder Stu Strong 

Anthem “My Savior and My God” Choir 

Scripture Reading Genesis 28:10-19a Rev. Brogdon 

Sermon “I Didn’t Know It” Rev. Brogdon 

*Hymn “Blessed Assurance, Jesus Is Mine!” #839 

We Respond to God’s Word 

Affirmation of Faith:  Apostles’ Creed 
I BELIEVE in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and in 

Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, 

born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, 

and buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the 

dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the 

Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic Church; the communion of saints; 

the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. 

Amen. 

Prayers of the People 

Call for the Offering 

Offertory “Holy Ground” Dr. Gilbreath 

*Doxology  #606 

*Prayer of Dedication 

We Are Sent into the World 

*Hymn “Open Now Thy Gates of Beauty” #403 

*Benediction   Rev. Brogdon 

*Postlude “Blessed Assurance, Jesus Is Mine” Dr. Gilbreath 

*Please rise in body or spirit. 

Bold and italic type indicates our shared response. 

  



 

Calendar of Events: 
Wed., July 26 Christian Education 1:00p 
   Choir 4:30p 
Sun., July 30 Combined Sunday School Class with Pastor Tripp, Fellowship 

Hall 
 
 
To Our Guests: 
Welcome! It is a blessing to have you in worship with us today. We warmly invite 

your participation in the worship, fellowship, and ministry of our congregation. The 

pastor is available to answer any questions you might have after worship, by email 

or phone. There is a place for you here. 

Children’s activity bags are available from an usher for the sermon time. Please 

leave the bag in the pew as you leave.  A nursery is provided for children 3 years of 

age and under. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Live Streams and recordings of each week’s worship service are available on our 

YouTube channel.  For more information, visit us at www.standrewdecatur.org 
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Rev. Tripp Brogdon, Pastor 
3310 Danville Rd. SW 

Decatur, AL  35603 
256-355-6310 

Tripp@standrewdecatur.org 
www.standrewdecatur.org  

http://www.standrewdecatur.org/


Scripture Reading:  Stu Strong Psalm139:1-12, 23-24 
 

O LORD, you have searched me and known me. You know 
when I sit down and when I rise up; you discern my thoughts 
from far away. You search out my path and my lying down, 
and are acquainted with all my ways. Even before a word is 
on my tongue, O LORD, you know it completely. You hem me 
in, behind and before, and lay your hand upon me. Such 
knowledge is too wonderful for me; it is so high that I cannot 
attain it. Where can I go from your spirit? Or where can I flee 
from your presence? If I ascend to heaven, you are there; if I 
make my bed in Sheol, you are there. If I take the wings of the 
morning and settle at the farthest limits of the sea, even there 
your hand shall lead me, and your right hand shall hold me 
fast. If I say, "Surely the darkness shall cover me, and the 
light around me become night,” even the darkness is not dark 
to you; the night is as bright as the day, for darkness is as 
light to you. Search me, O God, and know my heart; test me 
and know my thoughts. See if there is any wicked way in me, 
and lead me in the way everlasting. 
 
 
 

Scripture Reading, Rev. Tripp:  Genesis 28: 10-19a  
 
Jacob left Beer-sheba and went toward Haran. He came to a 
certain place and stayed there for the night, because the sun 
had set. Taking one of the stones of the place, he put it under 
his head and lay down in that place. And he dreamed that 
there was a ladder set up on the earth, the top of it reaching 
to heaven; and the angels of God were ascending and 

descending on it. And the LORD stood beside him and said, "I 
am the LORD, the God of Abraham your father and the God 
of Isaac; the land on which you lie I will give to you and to 
your offspring; and your offspring shall be like the dust of the 
earth, and you shall spread abroad to the west and to the east 
and to the north and to the south; and all the families of the 
earth shall be blessed in you and in your offspring. Know that 
I am with you and will keep you wherever you go, and will 
bring you back to this land; for I will not leave you until I have 
done what I have promised you." Then Jacob woke from his 
sleep and said, "Surely the LORD is in this place--and I did 
not know it!" And he was afraid, and said, "How awesome is 
this place! This is none other than the house of God, and this 
is the gate of heaven." So Jacob rose early in the morning, 
and he took the stone that he had put under his head and set 
it up for a pillar and poured oil on the top of it. He called that 
place Bethel; but the name of the city was Luz at the first. 
 
 

 


