
 Matthew 7:1-5  "Do not judge, so that you may not be judged.  2 For with the judgment you make 
you will be judged, and the measure you give will be the measure you get.  3 Why do you see the 
speck in your neighbor's eye, but do not notice the log in your own eye?  4 Or how can you say to 
your neighbor, 'Let me take the speck out of your eye,' while the log is in your own eye?  5 You hypo-
crite, first take the log out of your own eye, and then you will see clearly to take the speck out of 
your neighbor's eye. 

This section of Matthew, from chapters 5 through the end of chapter 7, form what we call Je-
ǎǳǎΩ ά{ŜǊƳƻƴ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ aƻǳƴǘΦέ  aŀƴȅ ƻŦ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ƎŀǘƘŜǊŜŘ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ƻǊŘƛƴŀǊȅ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΣ ǘƘŜ ƘŀǊŘ 
workers barely making ends meet. Men, women, children; old and young; all walks of life have gath-
ŜǊŜŘ ǘƻ ƘŜŀǊ ǘƘƛǎ ǿŀƴŘŜǊƛƴƎ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊΦ IŜ ōŜƎƛƴǎ Ƙƛǎ ΨǎŜǊƳƻƴΩ ǿƛǘƘ ǊŜƳƛƴŘŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ ōŜƭƻǾŜŘ ǎǘŀǘǳǎ 
with their Creator: ōƭŜǎǎŜŘ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ǇƻƻǊ ƛƴ ǎǇƛǊƛǘΧ ōƭŜǎǎŜŘ ŀǊŜ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ƳƻǳǊƴΦΦōƭŜǎǎŜŘ ŀǊŜ ǘƘƻǎŜ 
ǿƘƻ ŀǊŜ ǇŜǊǎŜŎǳǘŜŘΧ  He then builds them up further: ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƭǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊǘƘΧ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ 
ƭƛƎƘǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΧ But then he shows a different side of discipleship, lifting up those places in which 
we all inevitably fall down: ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ƘŜŀǊŘ ƛǘ ǎŀƛŘΣ Χ ōǳǘ L ǎŀȅΧ  Lƴ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǿƻǊŘǎΣ ƘŜΩǎ ΨƳƻǾŜŘ ǘƻ ƳŜŘπ
ŘƭƛƴΩ ŀƴŘ ǎƘƻǿƛƴƎ ǳǎ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǿŜ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ǊŜŘƛǊŜŎǘ ƻǳǊ ōŜƘŀǾƛƻǊǎ ŀƴŘ ŀŎǘƛƻƴǎΣ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŜȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǊŜπ
flect the love of God. Which is precisely where this passage comes in, and where my mind has often 
turned back to, as the events of the General Assembly unfolded, and the [often angry] words 
started spewing out. 

Jesus is quite clear here we are not to judge. The body who deliberated and made these deci-
sions  at General Assembly were ordinary people, like those gathered to listen to Jesus, like those 
who gather every Sunday morning in the pews. Faithful believers, every one of them, elected this 
Ǉŀǎǘ ȅŜŀǊ ōȅ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǇǊŜǎōȅǘŜǊƛŜǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ŦŀƛǘƘŦǳƭ ƭƛǎǘŜƴŜǊǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ {ǇƛǊƛǘΦ ά¢ƘŜȅέ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ άǘƘŜƳέΧ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ 
us, seeking to make the best faith-filled decisions they can. 
WǳŘƎƛƴƎ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ Ƴȅ ƧƻōΣ ƴƻǊ ƛǎ ƛǘ ȅƻǳǊǎΦ [ƻǾƛƴƎ ŀƭƭ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƛǎ ƻǳǊ ƧƻōΦ DƻŘΩǎ ǘŜƴǘ ƛǎ ŦŀǊ ǿƛŘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ L 

ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜΦ !ǎ ǘƘŜ tǊŜǎōȅǘŜǊƛŀƴ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ōŀǘǘƭŜŘ ƻǾŜǊ ŎƛǾƛƭ ǊƛƎƘǘǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ мфслΩǎΣ ǘƘŜ ǘŜƴǘ ŀƳŀȊπ
ƛƴƎƭȅ ƎǊŜǿ ǿƛŘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ǿŜ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ƛǘ ǿŀǎΦ ¢ƘŜƴ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ tǊŜǎōȅǘŜǊƛŀƴ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ мфтлΩǎ-мфулΩǎ ōŀǘπ
tled over the place of women in leadership, the tent was shown to be wider again. Now the church 
has made yet another statement, and moved to say that the tent is even wider than most of us ever 
believed. 
DƻŘΩǎ ƎǊŀŎŜ ƛǎ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘŀǘΥ ǳƴŜŀǊƴŜŘΣ ǳƴŘŜǎŜǊǾŜŘΣ ŦƻǊ ŜǾŜǊȅ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǳǎΦ aŀȅ ǿŜΣ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ 

humility and grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, move forward together and keep wrestling in the tent 
we have been welcomed in, only because of the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

If you wish to have a conversation about this, or other matters of the General Assembly, please 
ƭŜǘ ƳŜ ƪƴƻǿΦ LΩŘ ƭƻǾŜ ǘƻ ŘƛŀƭƻƎǳŜ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳΗ  L ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ ǎŜǊǾƛƴƎΧ 

Χ ƛƴ /ƘǊƛǎǘΣ 
 Pastor Toby 

Prayer Request: 
Pastor Toby will be away, in Wheeling, WV from July 17-July 26, directing the GenOn Youth Summit 
East, a youth conference operated through the LOGOS ministries. She covets your prayers, for the 
ȅƻǳǘƘ ǿƘƻ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŀǘǘŜƴŘƛƴƎΣ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀŦŦ ǿƘƻ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘΣ ŀƴŘ ǎƘŀǊƛƴƎ DƻŘΩǎ ƭƻǾŜΣ 
with the youth. Thank you! 

From the Pastor ... 
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July Volunteer Schedule 

S T .  A N D R E W  C H R O N I C L E  

  7/6 7/13 7/20 7/27  

Liturgists  Harold Culbert Faye Anderson Margaret Marsh Dan Watt  

Ushers  

Dan Watt 
John Abbott 
Jim Bochte 
Jim Boyd 

Lee Brown 
Doug Coshow 
Harold Culbert 
Ann DôOlive 

Matt DôOlive 
Dave Ellerbe 
George Hilleary 
Ceil Hydrick 

Margaret Marsh 
Turner Matthews 
Harold Moore 
Brantley Motes 

 

Nursery Worker  Connie German Nellie Gates Kathy Simmons Leigh Zeiher  

Wednesday  

Host  
B. J. Breeding (7/2)     

Communion  

Servers 7/6  
Harold Culbert, Stu Strong, Margaret 
Marsh, Dan Watt, and John Jordan 

Communion 

Preparation  
   Connie German  
(Intinction service) 

 

 

July Birthdays  
2τCindy Kelley 

3τBarb Mouton 

9τAddison Zeiher 

13τGeorge Hilleary 

13τBonita Smith 

21τElla Stephens 

28τLarry Burks 

28τKathy Simmons 

29τBetty Brandon 

30τaŀǘǘ 5ΩhƭƛǾŜ 

 

Anniversaries 
July 18τTurner & Betty Matthews 

 

 

Ice Cream Social  

You scream, I scream, we all scream for  

ICE CREAM! 

When?  SUNDAY, JUNE 29 AT 5:30 pm  

Where?  The Culbertsõ Home 

12 Wendy Cove Circle  

Decatur  
(in case of rain, we will meet in the church fellowship hall.) 

 

It is time to enjoy some fellowship!!! Please let 
Teresa or Harold know if you will be bringing ice 
cream.  Cakes and cookies are also welcome.  You 
will need to bring a lawn chair to sit in and enjoy 
the fellowship, ice cream, goodies, and lovely and 
peaceful atmosphere.  Looking forward to seeing 
each St. Andrew member there. 

 



Financial Report   
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Our income and expenses continue as budgeted.  

We are exploring a new insurance company due to a large increase in premium. We can expect an increase 
of maybe $2000 per year due to our usage on the roof and the break-in, but we are working to minimize the 
increase. 

Please contact me if you have any questions about our finances. I will try to get an answer for you. 

 

 Dan Watt, Treasurer 

Mission Opportunity 
Sunday, July 6, is "Collection Sun-
day" for the CCC Food Pantry.  
Please bring non-perishable food 
items and leave them  in the 
shopping cart. Please do not 
bring items near expiration date. 
If you forget them on Sunday 
morning, you can leave them 
anytime during the week.  Thanks 
for sharing your blessings with 
the community. 

Missions Corner Stats  

93 Cans and boxes of food were  

donated to the CCC pantry 

331 meals were served at the CCC 

24 cans from VBS children were given 
to the CCC pantry 

A big THANK YOU for sharing. 
Margaret Marsh 

Mission Chair 

 
 

 

Check out our updated website!    

We have updated www.standrewdecatur.org with a new look and our current information. Although 

the site is not yet complete, we have decided to go ahead and publish the framework so that web 

searches will make it easier to find our information quickly. 

  

The temporary Weebly web site we have used for the last year will be deleted July 1. The new web-

site will allow you to enter prayer requests online, listen to recent sermons, check out upcoming 

events, and access our new church directory which is currently under construction. If you have ques-

tions, please contact Ceil Hydrick.  

John Jordan, Missions Committee 

http://www.standrewdecatur.org
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Session Notes 
The following items are highlights from the June 16, 2014 Stated Session Meeting 

1. Rev. Mueller opened the meeting with a prayer and a study on Transformational Leaders, Chapter 6:  

Missions and Ministries. 

2. Our membership remains at 118. 

3. The minutes for the Stated Meeting of May 19, 2014 were approved as distributed. 

4. Approval was given for the use of our facility to Linda Webster for the Decatur Music Club on Satur-

day, November 8, 2014 from 9:30 am to noon and on Sunday, November 9, 2014 from 1:00 to 5:00 pm.   
See the church calendar for  details.  

5. The Admin Team presented a plan for required Training on our new Sexual Misconduct Policy and the 

Session approved it.   In addition, the Session was given their training on the policy.   Further commu-
nication will be forthcoming to the entire congregation regarding this policy, the purpose of which is to 

protect the most vulnerable of our members.   See the policy in the church office if you have any ques-

tions. 

6. Building and Grounds reported that the new AV system is in place in the Fellowship Hall, that a secu-
rity system is being evaluated and that safety railings are planned to improve access to the choir seating 

and the pulpit. 

7. The Christian Education Team reported on a very successful VBS at our church and we plan to do an 
encore presentation at the Boys and Girls club in early July.  We will be having some Wednesday eve-

nings off during the summer.   Be sure to check the bulletin and newsletter for scheduled events.   A 

communion class for children will be taught in July and August by Rev. Mueller.   If you have a child 
or grandchild who would be interested, please contact the church office. 

8. Finance is continuing to explore alternates for our Church Insurance due to a substantial rate increase 

by our current carrier. 

9. Member Care encouraged each elder to contact their shepherd list.   Our Ice Cream Social will be at the 
Culbert's house on June 29.  

10. Mission Team reported that we served 331 at the CCC soup kitchen and that our church provided about 

20 pies and cakes - Thanks to all who contributed and served!. 

11. The Worship Team announced that we have a new protocol for Ushers.    Please be sure to review it for 

the next time you may be serving as an usher. 

12. The next Stated meeting will be on August 18, 2014 at 6:00 pm.    
       

       Stu Strong,  Clerk of Session 

S T .  A N D R E W  C H R O N I C L E  

 Summer Schedule for Wednesday Night Programs: 
Wednesday evening programs in the summer.  Mark your calendar for the following dates:  

July 2, Supper 6:00 , Programs starting at 6:30, Choir at 7:30 (B.J. Breeding, Hostess) 

August 20 , Supper 6:00,  Programs at 6:30 and Choir at 7:30 and continues through the winter. 

Thank you to Ceil Hydrick, Zachary and Tyler Morrison for cleaning/sanitizing all the tables and 
chairs in the fellowship hall.  
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 FOOD! 

 FUN! 

 BIBLE STORIES! 

C 
R 
A 
F 
T 
S 

 WOW!  


